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not merely with crime—that is simple crime and incitement to crime. They
do not cause disquiet. They will be put down by this or any other Govern-
meut, but what was alarming was that responsible opinion did not somehow
seem to come forward to reprobate crime—and that is a very unhealthy sign.
" The Right Hon'ble Gentleman asked me a number of questions about
what people were thinking in India and I would like to answer by giving him
one or two quotations from authorities which I think the House will recognise
as being good authorities. As to whether Government has succeeded in the
attempt to introduce a better atmosphere preparatory to whatever reforms the
Statutory Commission may recommend, first I take Reuter's telegram of the day
following that whereon the announcement was made. It says, " the response
favourable to the Viceroy's announcement is wider than might have been ex-
pected. The effect of the statement may be summed up as having, at a stroke,
removed the tension from Indian politics and reintroduced the spirit of confidence
and trust between the Government and the governed and delivered a blow at the
Independence movement, which has hitherto been gaining daily adherents among
Congressmen.7'
" The Timey of India," not a Swaraj organ, says " The Imperial Govern-
ment made a generous gesture " and the London " Observer," which is not a
Swaraj organ, (this is not the article by Mr. Garvin ; it is from the Delhi corres-
pondent), says, £{ Lord Irwin's pronouncement has transformed the Indian
political scene. The reported indignation of British Liberals at this pronounce-
ment is simply net understood by Europeans and Indians alike." Finally let me
read this telegram addressed to me personally but which appeared in newspapers
from the President of the European Association, Calcutta. " We, the Council of
European Association, desire you to convey to His Majesty's Government our
firm support of the Viceroy's recent declaration. We consider that such a
declaration is not ill-timed and that it clarifies an issue already clear to all
competent observers. We consider that the Indian Statutory Commission has not
suffered in prestige, but, by its work, has alone made possible the contemplated
Conference."
" We were told not to do it. We did it—with those results. That is the
blunder. That is the grievous interference. That is the mischief. That is to be
repaired. I will venture to say, now that it is done, and that the results are
manifest, those results of good-will and better understanding are appreciated and
welcomed in all quarters of the House.
" The hon. Gentlemen ask i Has there been a change ? I have answered
the question about the Preamble quite explicitly. The word policy can be used
in a loose and general way. Using it in a wide sense, I should say there had
been a charge, there has been a new spirit."
Mr. Wedgwood Benn said: "A good deal of jocularity has been indulged
in at the expense of the message of the First Commissioner of Works (Mr. Lans-
bury). I wonder if everybody has read that message. Lord Birkenhead, who is an
expert in taste,^has administered a joke at the terms of message. My friend the
First Commissioner has an expansive manner. There is no doubt about that,
but when he spoke about love, that is the key-note of British policy. There has
been an effort made to make Indian people realise the position which they
occupy in British Commonwealth and to give them an assurance of equality.
" I wonder if the Gentlemen opposite have read the letter of Sir Stanley
Reed, which appeared in " The Times " yesterday. He is not an inexpert novice
on India as I am. Sir Stanley Reed wrote in this letter, and nobody's experi-
ence of Indian affairs can be greater : " This passion for equality in the eyes of
world is a dominating force in India and if it were to be for ever denied, India
would be driven out of the Empire."
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$Loreover, the policy has  engendered a spirit  of  bitterness and disorder throughout the
Mr   which is bound to trouble any  Government that bears  the  responsibility for
aCc ~in. tbe fatuTe-     Oa ttie otber  Qand the struggles  of  the  boycofrters to
(in, th«ir All-Parties Convention, an agreed Constitution for India revealed more
""         ordinary processes of cooperation the essential  differences  and  issues of
That at any rate is a measure of usefulness if not of success,

